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A Message from
Dr. Deborah Stamps

Deborah C. Stamps

Dear Donors,
January 2022 marked a full year at our new, state-of-the-art education facility at Skyview on the Ridge.
This year, we proudly graduated two classes of our Licensed Practical Nurses program and our very first
Associates of Applied Science in nursing class. The success over the past year and the ability to provide the
tools needed to a successful education of our future nurses is something that we continue to take pride in.
For many of our students, financial support is critical to their participation in the program. I want to
personally thank you for being a scholarship donor and for your commitment to supporting nursing
education at Rochester Regional Health. You are truly making a difference and helping our students
achieve their dream of becoming a nurse, as well as investing in the future of the quality health care in
our community.
Thank you again for all you do to support our students.
With gratitude,

Deborah C. Stamps, EdD, MBA, MS, RN, GNP, NE-BC
President
Rochester General College of Health Careers
Isabella Graham Hart School of Practical Nursing

Announcements
KeyBank Donation

KeyBank continued its support of the College of Health Careers by generously
donating $100,000 in February to be used for nursing education. The gift
is part of its $40 billion National Community Benefits Plan, which helps
communities reach social, economic and racial equality. The donation will help
fund scholarships provided to licensed practical nurse and registered nurse
students, allowing them to further their careers while alleviating financial
burdens. Our teams, students, and community are beyond grateful for this long
standing partnership!

(left to right): Hugh Thomas, Debora
McDell-Hernandez, Phil Muscato,
Deborah Stamps, Derrick Howard, and
Chiwuike Owunwanne

Rosa W. Wims, LPN, Nursing
Scholarship Fund
Inspired by the life and career of Rosa Wims, Deborah Stamps, Executive
Vice President, Chief Nursing Education and Diversity officer, is pleased to
announce the Rosa W. Wims, LPNs, Nursing Scholarship Fund. This fund will
support the education, training, and certification of nursing students in efforts
to promote a diversified and inclusive workforce throughout the Rochester
Regional Health System.
Mrs. Wims began her career path at Rochester Regional Health on the
environmental services team at Rochester General Hospital. She was asked
to train to become a licensed professional nurse and eventually became one
of the first black LPNs at Rochester General Hospital. Deborah says that Mrs.
Wims embodies her top three passions; community service, nursing, and
diversity. The fund not only celebrates Mrs. Wims' legacy but helps provide the
backbone of financial support needed for our future nurses to carry out
their dreams and duties. Read more about Rosa W. Wims here.

Rosa W. Wims, LPN
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Campus Happenings
Diversity
The RRH Diversity, Equity & Inclusion and RRH
Archives historical exhibit in the lobby of the College
of Health Careers highlights diversity in the history
of nursing and other health care professional
programs. The debut exhibit featured the first
African American graduates from Rochester
General Hospital School of Nursing in 1952, Genesee
Hospital School of Nursing in 1959, and Isabella
Graham Hart School of Practical Nursing in 1965.
Men in Nursing is the new Nursing History Exhibit in the
lobby of the Rochester General College of Health. This exhibit is a
partnership between RRH Diversity, Equity & Inclusion and
RRH Archives.
Both nationally and at RRH, men are underrepresented in nursing.
The Rochester General College of Health is addressing this
disparity through its outreach efforts and has seen an increase
in the proportion of men in its incoming class, with this growth
expected to continue.
This new exhibit helps to promote awareness of this disparity
and aims to bring attention to the vital role of men in nursing.
The exhibit explores the history of the nurse’s cap and features a
custom-made baseball cap created by a recent Isabella Graham
Hart graduate. It also highlights Walt Whitman, who embodied
the spirit of care through his nursing of war veterans, and looks
at the very different career paths taken by two men who work at
RRH and began their careers as nurses.
If you are interested in seeing the exhibit, please reach out
to Debora McDell-Hernandez, Debora.McDell-Hernandez@
rochesterregional.org.

Career Development
Our students not only are learning practical nursing skills in the
classroom, but also real world workforce applications. Students
have received coaching and mock-interviews to prepare them
to enter the world of job searching as their programs wind to a
close. In an ever-changing pandemic world, students learn the best
practices for both in-person and virtual interviews to ensure they
put their best foot forward and receive offers in their chosen unit.

Expansion Sites
Rochester General College of Health Careers continues to look forward to
reaching more potential nurses closer to their homes and communities.
We are thrilled to announce that we have expanded our locations to
include United Memorial Medical Center, Clifton Springs Hospital & Clinic,
and anticipate opening in St. Lawrence in the coming months.
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Scholarship Spotlight
Olivieri Family Foundation Scholarship
ER
JUSTIN POND

The Olivieri Family Foundation Scholarship is funded through an
endowment. The scholarship is selected by program leadership and
provided to a student who understands the lived experiences of others
making them better positioned to advocate for patients, students, and
the community.
Our most recent recipient of the Olivieri Family Scholarship was
Justin Ponder.

Norma Y. Horn Excellence Award
AMBER SOFIA

The Norma Y. Horn Excellence Award is given annually to a student
who demonstrates clinical excellence. Norma Y. Horn was a nurse, wife,
and Rochester General Hospital Association (RGHA) board member
who exemplified the qualities of strong leadership, accomplishment,
quality standards, and compassion. She was altruistic and generous, and
someone who gave unconditionally.
Our most recent recipient of the Norma Y. Horn Nursing Excellence
Award was Amber Sofia.

The Rochester General Hospital
Association
WS
KYLEE ANDRE

The Rochester General Hospital Association is committed to supporting
the education of students at IGH. The scholarship is given to a student
who possesses the qualities necessary to become a successful nurse:
compassion, respect, empathy, open-mindedness and has excellent
communication and problem solving skills. The student works as part of
a clinical team and provides valuable contributions to improve the overall
wellbeing of patients.
Our most recent recipients of the Rochester General Hospital
Association are:

LALANI HO

Kylee Andrews, Lalani Ho, Deliliah Perez-Franco, Efrain Zayas, Jeannie
George, Maria Lovetro

S
EFRAIN ZAYA
-ROMAN
ZDELILIAH PERE
FRANCO

O
MARIA LOVETR

RGE
JEANNIE GEO
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Student Success
Rochester General College of Health Careers takes great pride in the postgraduation success of our students. Many of the nurses who complete their
education choose to stay within the Rochester Regional Health system, and the
majority stay within our Rochester community of health care providers.
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2021
Highlights
In preparation for our students
beginning their nursing education in
2022, the College of Health received a
generous $1.5 million grant from ESL.
This financial support will continue to
help our future health care workers in
their journey towards a rewarding career
taking care of our community!

The staff and faculty at Rochester General College of
Health Careers invite you to come see our educational
facilities in person. If you are interested in setting up
a tour, please contact Debora McDell-Hernandez,
Debora.McDell-Hernandez@rochesterregional.org.

Learn More About Nursing Education
View our latest video at rrhgive.org/find-a-cause/coh

Rochester General
College of Health Careers
470 Skyview Centre Parkway
Rochester, NY 14622
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